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It certainly shows an. sok ¢ 
2. The Daintk Basumati | Cak 

3 America and the war,” ae af 
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American commerce. It is, therefore, a matter for serious consideration — 
what the States will do if the war continues for a long time. ee ee 
 I1.—Home ADMINISTRATION. ae oe 
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3. The Jasohar [ Jessore] of the S0th anne cannot & rove of the 
Officers of the Indian Police, recent step taken by Government in granting extra 
eee ee eee salaries to officers of the Indian Police Service 

uring the continuance of the war. They are loyal servants and they would 
not be discontented if they suffered- to some extent pecuniarily during the 
war, such as all other classes of His Majesty's subjects are doing. The sigs 
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so utilised might have been better spent on the war. Steps like this are ca 
culated to produce an unfavourable effect on the public mind. has 
4. The Dainik Basumati [Calcutta] of the 6th February: asks why. the 
Inspectors and Sub-Inspectors of the Calcutta 
Police have to pay for their own uniforms, when 
such officers in Bombay, Rangoon, Madras, Lahore and Poona either get 
monthly allowances for their uniforms or Get the uniforms free. What, will 
be the total cost of sup plying the Calcutta Police officers with uniforms free ! 
Will not also the pay of poor constables be.a littleenhanced? ie 
0. The Bangavasi | Calcutta] of the 6th February writes that the mem- 
A ‘idinabs dobsbee’ bers of the Chatra vigilance committee in Seram-. 
5 ur were recently praised by the local Assistant — 
Superintendent of Police who promised each of them a regulation lathi. But 
will lathis be of any avail against the guns with which dacoits are generally 
armed now-a-days? | Paglm oat ~ ee 
6. Referring to the recrudescence of dacoities in Bengal, the Tripura 
“Dacoity and the Aeme Act." 2ttatshi [Calcutta] of the 3rd February urges 
. ) eee the paramount necessity of relaxing the restric- 
tions of the Arms Act for the safety of life and property.in the country. The 
police, thinks the writer, is thoroughly unfit for the hard task of bringing 
the dacoits who infest the country to justice. Its almost total failure to detect 
dacoits"has created a thorough want of faith in it in the publi¢ mind. Mere 
increase of the police force will not, it is supposed, improve the situation. 
7. The Mohammadi [Calcutta] of the 5th February says that in order 
Dentist. eee a to check dacoity it is necessary that licenses for 
Pras a is a ‘™ keeping firearms should be issued a little more 
| freely than now. ky ; 
8. The Dainik Basumati | Calcutta] of the 8rd February refers to the 
“Ueagy'by Bail. ~ facts of the case of Annada Charan Datta, lately 
Bed ae: . disclosed before. M. Abdus Salam, Presidency 
Magistrate. This man borrowed Rs. 8 from a Kabuli ago and © 
since then he has paid the man Rs. 30 withou ing ‘he 
Kabuli now refuses to accept all his dues 


® 


About police uniforms and pay. 


: 


% 


~~“ 
Se , 
~~ 

> 


- Reb, 4th, 1916. | tae 


a rs aece otha 
Y . ’ at 
« F % ae 


ats 
na, a! 


~" a ¢ : ore 
 eAs is ve ron 
Cg Ree ieee 
ae: Fy SA SS ae 
ae Mh sy 4 
< 


ss ; ‘ ee 


JA#ONAR, 
Jan. 30th, 1916, 


¥ es “ : 
Ms " 
> e Pie 
iY a8 
Use, 
areas 
fn by. 
» = ~ 
; 
_ + 2 
‘ 
% 
if 
; 
“pe 
Pe ty 


Daimix Basumati, ee 
Hed. th, 1018, pe 


: | i - 


Baweavase, : 
Ped. 6th, 1915. : 


Thivuna Hitaisul, =—s—i(‘“‘( ets 


MoHAMMADI, | a 
Dslmix BasuMati, 
Feb, 8rd, 1915, 


and has | 
the fact remains that cases like this are frequent in Bengal.” A ren 
BAX AVASI, 9 The Banga rast 


¥ 


Feb. 6th, 1916. & 
“Punishment of a: 
complaint against the | 


weak ears Bo erie ae” 


eA 


thana, the Sub-Inspector, after noting it in his diary, a 
to seek the help of the | aw cour Sub equently, the 
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Magistrate had been approached by certain membe 
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in the station diary! V ii not the authori 
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Feb. 6th, 1015. : ae Wate SS SS a ea ae ea ae 
See : , - 2... Of one Pal Singh, of Lyalipur, in the Punjab, re 
Apother achievement” (of the “Gently sent up by the local police for having mur- 
police). a wh sae: rea | x “Drssgg 
_ dered a woman named Santi. A corpse without 


of the murdered woman and the accused was 
And after all Santi appeared in person before 
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show that she had not been murdered! Let 
ry into the conduct of the investigating police 
ign punishment be meted out to him. . When will 
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herapagibers 14. The Bangavasi [Calcutta] of the 6th February refers to the incon- 
sobebcnese Introduction of Kaithi, Vemlence being caused to the: population of Dhan- 
paid Subdivision, in the Manbhum district, by 
the recent introduction of Kaithi as the court language there. Th people are 

mostly Bengali-speaking, and it is to be hoped that Sir Charles Bayley wi 
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February refers to the opposi- = pimaran, ee. 
against a Bengali being appointed Princip 
the Law College at Patna. The paper treats it as a curious exhibition of ee 
the morality of young Bihar and hopes that Sir C. Bayley will not be influenced _ oa oe 
by any suchagitation. = = ee Sie ; oie a 
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19. The Hitavadi [ Calcutta] of the 5th February is ar 
Slaughter of cows. sion 0 the authorities of the Calcutta 
: -...... not to impose a speci 

the slaughter of prime cows. - # °° aes 
20. The following is a full translation of a paragraph which hasap-. _™"*4™: ae 
« caeutta svt wo tw porea ested in the Bangali [Caloutta] of the Sd Feb- "*"™* =| 
with wink; peste | ees e dea OE s a a oe i i 
‘ Ce. _..... The General Committee, Calcutta Corpora- ae 
tion, has sanctioned Rs. 6,214 for paving 12,000 square miles of Hastings 
Street with wood. The Forest Department will supply the wood and the rate- 
payers will supply the cost. Itis merely an experiment as to whether wooden 
streets can be of service in Calcutta. How long will the experiment with tar 
macadam continue? When shall we see experiments for embellishing the sur- _ oe oy 
face of Calcutta roads with cork, rubber, and so forth carried out? In such: oe 
as this, malaria has fixed its victorious banner and is bringing ridi-. 
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a big city 
cule on the Health Department; and plague, small-pox and dysentery are the _ oO . 
omaments of the city. It will be no exaggeration to say that the rate- ay 
payers do not get sufficient water to quench their thirst. The city is grey { 
with dust, The growth and prosperity of mosquitoes and rats in the city oe c 
put even a dingy village to shame: Such being the state of things, wecam A 
unhesitatingly say that the sight of the “ Wooden god ” in the street will not 
bring the fourfold fruittotheresidentsofthecity. # |. ee. 
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Prange ii io discussing the R port of the District Administration Committee, | 


, «the Hitavadi [Calcutta] of the 5th F ruary, 
The Report of the District - Pareites - eS sii J . he . eh ry) 
Administration Committee. 


An effective .criticism of the. . Report would 
mean a detailed consideration of its various recommendati that ¢ can- 
not be done in the compass of a single newspaper article. | 

ever, we may say that the Committee's suggestions do not afford 

that the system of government will be improved’ or that there will t 
relations than now, p Mis the officials and the public. Inc 

these directions could be expected of a committee, the com 


was wholly official. The Co state that it decided ‘against a oh 
examination of the witnesses, because the ‘best, way of obtaining their rea 
ree was by means of ni ormal and private discussions.’ But the result ts 
of the inquiry do not seem to confirm the wisdom of this o yinion. , We th 
there was no necessity ; for. ‘unduly .increasin the. bu } 

detailed reference to the po itical crimes. "They | rgotte 
by an nybody, and if they ha 3 © ata es of the cas 
should have been set forth in the interests of fairness. — ‘On tinding to the 
anti-partition agitation, the Committee state that “ the whole movement was 
strongly resented by the Muk ammadans.” But they do not make any refe 
ence to the partiality which the officials displayed in favour of the Musalmans, 
thereby increasing the ill-feeling between them and the Hindus be to the 
deadly pr itag bei na of Sir B. Fuller’s policy of the “ favo rite wife. Jt 
Report also fails to notice the inciting speeches against Hinc dus n nade by 
Moslem Maulvis in Eastern Bengal. The Committ opinion of a 


witness that the “ National volunteers ” “ were the f 


Grerusitiers the 
tical dacoits of later ‘The Committee evidently believe this to be oartly 


true, but it would have been well had they quoted evidence in support of their. 
view. Besides it would have been only fair if they had refe 
large amount of good work | lone by these “ National Volunteers.’ 03 
The Committee seem. vo all ways to favour official cont 
deem it necessary to consult public opinion, and they pro 
executive to interfere even in concerns where they are not | 
fere now. Is that a sign of progress or regress? “Does th 
seek popular co-operatjon with the administration ? 
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look favourably on the educated Indians. us dislike for educa 
' has astonished us. The people of the country can bear the outbui 


in the writings of private persons. But if they see want o! 


official writings also, they can very well say,“ Tell me, Oh mother Tara, where — os 


T can stand 78 ee Pe Re eRe PO ee dos 


Most of the members of the Committee are officials from other Provinces. a 
They have no’ acquaintance with Beng he ¢ d Bengaliisa puzzle - To 
to them. Those also who have spent t making 7 


salaams only and find no time to mix with « Bengalis other . 
Government officers. They form their ‘decisions about the country and 
people from the facts they can gather from Police reports and their acq 
tance with ‘a few Indians, The value of such decisions is not unkno 
Indians. Wesurely do not expect to see anything else in the decisions, 


has 4g oi tate, ee 


mgalisa puzzle. = es 
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the old saying“ He is a 


cook whose cooking I have not: 
‘When new laws were bei 
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g daily passed for suppressing sedition’ in - Ey eae 
against them from a ae 
sense of duty. But the Committee has put a contrary interpretation on th 

__“ We have too met with some evidence of the disposition 
wats the criminals among English-educated: persons holding - 
and passages In newspapers have seemed to us to indicate an altogether insul re 
cient appreciation of the need of strenuously combating the cowardly and es 


D 
Bengal, many Indian newspapers strongly’ protested agai 


abominable propaganda which subsists on the perversion of.students and = Oe 
school-boys, and devotes its energy to assassinations of brave and loyal servants ae 


‘ 


of Government and dacoities on unguarded and helpless persons. ae Oe a 

Such a:(discordant) ring does not become even the lute of Narada. So ae 
long only a few newspapers, edited » by irresponsible Englishmen, used to ee 
sound it, Now. that we hear an echo of it in an official Report also we are i kt 
reminded of the poetical saying:— | a Dae Bear De 
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When other sounds seek an echo we do not care. For, all scunds and oo 18) Ga 


all echoes at last m ation. But if the ee 
echo of a sound is many p | 3 ae 
be reminded of “ my master’s voice.” At : 
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hill, is inferred from thi 
not require even the sight nt 
existence of fire is, accord 
of Bengal were devotedly nt 
all—body, mind and wealth—i Gr 
who attend durbars, get title: Fand: pay tS scrineee or good works, | at 
the Committee has paint ed them in a different colour.” me “now they say,— 


. He calle me a thief 
For whom IT it theft” : 
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then we hope the wise, ex 
not be displeased with ve | 
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/ ‘Will not the zemin dé rs of Bengal protest against this slander against 
their. name ? oe i og 
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27. The Bangali [Calcutta] of the 6th: February, in dioaine the 
policy of splitting up districts, favoured by the 


__ Report of the District Administration Committee 
writes :— a | 


ane up of districte.. 


If. districts are made ‘small, they diminish in importance,and make 
the bonds of unity between the tee of the canereny districts loose. Besides 
they entail heavy expense. — 


many urgently-needed. educa 
say that the opposition tos 


do not see the patina of pa 


Magiseentes should be iner 
28... The Report of | 


: 


alcutta of i tte 4th : Fone 
tration cr a Mtn: astounded all teens ‘The Committee has made 


$0 Many astounding and unprecedented — _Tecom- 
mendations, that.it is impossible to mention them allin one day. We request 
ps Government to withdraw the Report. The Committee’s remarks will 
deeply wound the feelings of the people and consequently irritate them. It 
will not be wise for the Government to allow the public Mok to be irritated 
in this critical time. We, therefore, request the authorities to withdraw the 
Report and consign it to the fire. oe ES LSE OR ee Se 
We shall show one by one why the Report. will irritate the public mind. 
Too much of partition.—The writer here gives a summary of the recom- 
mendations of the Commaitens about pros the Mymensingh, Midnapur, 
Dacca and Bakarganj districts and the Dacca Division, and creating new 
subdivisions in the Tippera, Pabna and Faridpur districts; °° 
The writer then goes on t say that while the war has brought ¢ isteee 
on all ranks and classes of peo ple and funds are being rais sed from the og 
in aid of the sufferers from it, Government is creating iscontent in 
minds by woundir and. na ~ ting the limbs of ] -usel 
lakhs of UDO. « 


pug h every one is busy about war, none | 
nst what Goverment is now ‘going to 
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“why is Bengal goin es 
Administration Committee's report 
criticised.) ROE Site | cee ay 
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writer, could be more fe 


than to 
a spirit of sedition 0% 
uttee, sedition and - 
serious proportions only in large districts. 
such proportions in those districts had th 
Committee thus plainly says that districts sl sup 
sedition and political dacoity. The Committee agai mmended the 
appointment of a class of officers, to be called circle officers, who will form’ at 
intermediary grade between the District or Subdivisional Magistrate anc ‘the 
people and collect information directly from the village. The-circle officer 
will rule the village, collect information directly from the village and at last 
supply the information to the District’ Magistrate. The Committee ther 
plainly says that. districts should be divided for introducing a system of 
esplonage into the ins and outs of every man in Bengal. Government 
ought to consider whether any. Government on earth had ever made such an 
experiment and, if it had, whether the experiment had not led to an increase 
of sedition. If circle officers constantly go on inquiring as to what people 
do or say, it will be impossible for the latter to live in vi ages,.and the work 
of the Magistrate.and the police will increase a hundredfold. § 
The Report is based on a distrust of educated Hindus and the proposed 
partition of districts is supported on this basis. We pray to Government 
not to carry out the proposals neeree 1 the Report. Ce 
30. he Dainik pasumatt aleutta | of the 6th February has the : fol- parm Ba‘uMaT! 


Feb. 6th, 1936. 
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The Di tri.t Administration vides Stee Civ so ae anne s; pe sa 
Reset, ~The District Administration Committee was 
composed solely of Civilians and there is therefore 
a strong odour of Civilianism about its Report. | | or ee 
__, The Committee’s Report affords ample evidence of the curious sort of 
information it was able to gather in the course of its five weeks’ tour over a 
large number of the districts in East Bengal. We, for one, cannot bring our- 
selves to believe that it is in human power to form an independent judgment 
of the state of things in three large administrative Divisions, within the short 
space of five weeks. The Petienion, however, with which the members of the 
on seem to have collected official and non-official opinion, cannot but 

praised. = 2 : ee 
The Conimittee has, on the strength of the evidence of an ex ert, express- 
ed the opinion that Vivekananda’s teachings have materially helped to foster 
the growth of revolutionary sentiments in Bengal. We believe the expert 
to be in the wrong here. ‘We will try to explain why we think so. sts 
pinion that Vivekananda’s writings aim at awaken- 
nt, and seditious ideas must, therefore, spring up 
who read them. We should, however, like to. isk the 
necessarily follows that the awakening of nationalistic 
mind must impair loyalty or oreate disaffection. We 
ary, that the awakening of a real feeling of nationalism 
strengthen the feeling of loya ty ina Hindu. The Hindu’s 
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regard them. And these parvenus also ought 

or grand daughter of theirs is most likely to’ 

family and what @ decent style of living will ‘await her. As 

have passed outside the pale of Hindu society, we do riot considi 

‘It is no exaggeration to say that there are. rer 

class family in Calcutta.’ As soon as the only brea 

dies it falls into a state of distress which it is hardly 

venus to imagine. Let Government try to increase th 

class, and poverty and anarchism will diminish 
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44, The Bangavasi [Calcutta] of the 6th February refers to the appeal 
| ‘to the Government of Bihar and Orissa presented 
by the raiyats employed under the Pipra Indi 
Factory in the Champaran district against the manager of the factory, in tl 
course of which the petitioners state that they would not have appealed to 
the Lieutenant-Governor had there been any hope of redress from the Local 
District Magistrate. This isa grave allegation against the Magistrate, which 
should be inquired into along with those against the factory manager. 


eat, 2 es 


* Appeal for redress,” 


45. The Bangali [Calcutta] of the 6th February writes :— 

“ About jute.” si At the recent annual meeting of the Jute Mills 
oe Association, the Chairman congratulated the mill- 
owners on the prospect ‘of large profits this year, since they had been able to 
purchase the raw material very cheaply. Now this exemplifies the truth of 
the saying about one man’s meat being another man’s poison. The manufac- 
turers might reap a handsome profit this year, but they forget that by thus 
discouraging the cultivators of jute this fe they have jeopardised their sup- 
ply of the raw material for next year. Government cannot possibly again ask 
the cultivators to cultivate jute, for if, accepting this advice, they 1: cur losses 
as they did this year, Government will be bound to’‘compensate them. It should 
be remembered that when Government offered‘to help these cultivators out of 
their trouble this year, the European merchants opposed. It remains to be 
seen how far this will discourage the cultivators from cultivating jute -next 

ear. 
: 46. The Hitavad: { Calcutta | of the 5th February writes that the Con- 
“i Com. Btes8 ommittee of the United Provinces have sub- 
asic prts Of the lwongrese “om mitted a letter to the Government of India plead- 
ae ing for an arrangement with the British colo-.ies 
on the immigration questaon on a reciprocal basis. The authorities.may, how- 
ever, regard it as an impracticable ideal and in that case all the efforts of 
the Congress will prove unavailing. cs 
47. The Dainik Bharat Mitra [Calcutta] of the 7th February says :— 
This is not a very opportune time for discussing 
the topic noted in the margin, because no one in 
‘whose veins hot blood is flowing can op expression to his views on the sub- 
ject with patience and equanimity. rd Hardinge’s speech regarding the 


Indians in Canada. 


‘South African Indians is an instance of this. The Viceroy who has spent 


his life in diplomatic service and who is not a son of India could not restrain 
himself ; and his sense of justice and love for his subjects made him use strong 
expressions. When such is the state of the mind of a man like Lord Hardinge 
then how is it possible for those whose brethren are suffering untold miseries, 
to judge facts with aneven mind. That is why we said at the commencement 
that this is not an opportune time for raising this question, but the question — 
is so important that we cannot but do so. Paige! Loe ee 


The next point is that after the commencement of the war, Lord Hardinge 

has raised this question in tle Imperial Legislative Council and also expressed 
a desire to know the opinion of the public. In his speech delivered on the 
8th September, the Viceroy gave expression to his views on the subject of the 


entry of Indians into Canada. 


We are not prepared to accept these views of the Government of India. 
If we do so, it would mean the voluntary relinquishment of our right to the 


tizenship of the Empire, We can never consider ourselves as aliens in any 
re 8 : Empeate p sagan ae we have shed our blood, for the protectio 
of which we suffer in silence. We have a the same right of going to the 
eolonies and settling there as the English have. Finding us weak that right 


has been taken away from us. But we have not voluntarily relinquished it . 
: nor will we ever do so. And so long as we do not get our rights so long shall 
we do our best to obtain them. If we properly look at the actual state of affairs 
we will find that our position in the colonies 18 worse than those of the other 
Rastern nations. For example, take the case of China and Japan. In 
Canada not a single Indian can enter on any condition whatever, but Japs and — 
Chinamen can do so by paying 500 dollars. They can also take their wives 
along with them. But only three Indian women have been able to enter Canada, 
and that too not through any right they possess but through the favour of the 
Canadian Government. The bad treatment which was extended to the pas- 
sengers of the Komagata Maru is well: known. If the regrettable incidents 
in Budge Budge had not taken \ proce thah there would have been a good deal 
of discussion na it. But unfortunately this incident has stopped all con- 
troversies about it for some time. But/it would not be wise to forget the ori- 
ginal point of issue on account of this. In fact, the Budge Budge affair has 
nothing. to do with this. In short the treatment which was meted out to 
the Komagata Maru passengers was of a nature which even a foreign Power 
would never have dared to mete out tothem. This is not a satisfactory state 
of affairs. But the way to put it right is not what Lord Hardinge has 
proposed in his speech. To accept his. proposal would besuicidal .§ 
The one way to put matters straight is to give the Indians the same status 
which the colonists possess. It can only be possible through self-government. 
Though this may not be practicable at the present moment, yet the Indian 
Government should acquire similar rights to those enjoyed by colonies like 
Canada. Then the Government of India-.should proceed to form a Select 
Committee from among the Indians members of the Legislative Council to 
serve as an advisory council and Government would be bound to act accord- 
ing to the advice tendered by this body. In the event of disagreement with 
this council it should give its reasons for doing so. Only then a satisfactory 
solution of the problem would be possible. If the colonies or other States do 
not properly treat us then we will also dq likewise. Then their eyes will be 
opened. The Government of India should, therefore, try to get the right of 
retaliation sanctioned by the Secretary of State for India. - 


. : ANANDA Basak. 
regrets that Sir Lawrence Jen- —~ Paratm, 


Feb. 4th, 1016, 


48. The Sri Sri Vishnu Priya-O-Ananda Bazar Patrika Nennwmwregh of Sai Emr Viemwo PatTA. 


the 4th February 
kins will vacate office before long. His sympathy 
os and impartiality have endeared him to the public 
who anxiously await the choice of his successor. It is pleasing to rote that 
the Indian Daily News has had the fairness to recognise the pre-eminent fit- 
ness of Sir Asutosh Mukher}i for this post. 3 


49. The Daintk Bharat Mitra [Calcutta] of the 4th February wt — 
Ra Nr ps It is our wish that Sir Ashutosh should he 
Calcutta High Court. =s—(“(<“‘ée@#P#—POIMted Chief Justice of the Calcutta High 
Court because he is the man who will keep an cye 
on justice only and will not allow considerations of the likes and dislikes of 

Guvernment to trouble him. Pe ee | 

590. The Marwari [Calcutta] of the 6th February says that Mr. Justice 
Mukherji would be the right person to be appoint- 
ed as the Chief Justice of the High Court in the 
place of Sir Lawrence Jenkins when he retires. 
51. The Bangali { Calcutta] of the 3rd February says :-— Banga lt, 

_ The Englishman, bl totherumourthat 7” 
the Chief Justiceship of the Calcutta High Court 
will, on the retirement of Sir Lawrence Jenkins, fall to the lot of Sir Ashutosh 
Mukherji or Mr. Hemmerde, remarks: ‘“ Neither ought to get it.” The 
Englishman could have said, that when Sir Ashutosh is not a member of. the 
English Bar, he cannot be.a permanent Chief Justice of the High Court. 
Considering that Sir Rames Chandra Mitter and Sir Chandra Madhav Ghosh 
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with the Englishman’s seal and signature. 


officiated as Chief Justice of the Court, the disability attaching to the Indian 
Bar can be removed by a slight amendment of the existing law. The English- 


man, however,’ has issued its Ukase, “ Neither ought to get it.” | let Ik rd 
Hardinge beware. None must get Sir Lawrence’s-post without an order 


52. The Dainik Chandrika Wersaramee. + oe, Oth February writes ‘a 
ir Ashutosh ye a Capit says that ir J Sc utosh will not. | ta 
If any one has a chance of getting it, then he is Sir Shanker Nair, of Madras. 


oe 
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Sir Ashutosh is a highly independentspirited man. The Civilian’ members 
will not be able to pull on with him. It is best for Bengal if Bengal’s Sir 
Ashutosh remains always in Bengal. We no longer want to have any connec- 
tion with distant Delhi. Rather, we shall be glad to see Sir Ashutosh appoint- 
ed Chief Justice here. er. fo ae tee ee ee ies 
53. It has been foolish on the part of the Englishman, writes the Dainik 

The Viceroy’s visit to Baera.- . C#andrtka [Calcutta } of the 7th February, to say 
that when Lord Curzon had visited Basra publicly 
Lord Hardinge also could do so. The present time is not surely analogous to. 
the time when Lord Curzon visited the place. In fact Lord Hardinge has 
acted very wisely by secretly visiting the place. A very great work has been 
done in this way. India will not have in future any fear from the side of 
Persia and the Bagdad Railway. The Turkish Empire also is thus being 


annexed piecemeal by the Allies. Egypt, the Soudan; the sea coast of Arabia 
and Irak, have been taken by England. Syria, the Levant, Palestine, Arme- 


nia, Kurdistan and other places will most: probably be divided between 
France and Russia. Who can say to whose lot Constantinople will fall? _ 


54. Our King-Emperor, writes the Dainik Chandrika Roig epg nr: the 

7th February, is at last going to be Shah-en-Shah 

Ibid. Badshah, according to the old idea, by having his 

dominion in the East extended from Basra-Bag- 

dadto Bhamo. Victory to His Ma vg The occupation of the country from 

Koweit to Basra will surely frustrate Germany’s nefarious schemes in connec- 
tion with the Bagdad Railway. , 


55. The Sri Sri Vishnu Priya-O-Ananda Bazar Patrika { Calcutta | of 
“ Receptions to officials.” the 4th February urges Anglo-Indian district offi- 
: cials strictly to discourage the present prac- 
tice of their. Indian subordinates getting up formal parties, shows and the 
like in their honour when they go out to visit a station in the interior. Such 
tamashas are utterly foreign to the instincts and traditions of Europeans 
generally and of Englishmen specially, and they mean a waste of money which 
a conscientious public servant should sternly discourage. They should utilise 
all the spare time they can afford during their tours in meeting selected repre- 
sentatives of the public to ascertain from them at first hand the local wants 
and grievances. It is a pity that Indian surroundings should so far have 
demoralised certain English officials that they should actually encourage such 
tamashas being got up for their delectation. .If they hanker after these amuse- 
ments, they can have their fill if only they take care to attend every wedding 
that takes place in the families of the zamindars of their districts. 


ITI.—Lee1s.ation. 


56. The Charu Mihir [Mymensingh] of the 2nd February writes that 
The proposed Tenancy Legisla the proposed tenancy legislation will make the con- 
tion. | dition of our middle classes and our artisan and in- 
dustrial classes worse than it is now. Indigehous industries are decadent 
and the middle classes are in the last stage of distress. The cultivating classes 
alone are now better off than before. In these circumstances, any law which 
will add to the difficulties of the middle and artisan classes cannot be for the 
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good of the odentiyn Rare ew: : 
cluss small landholder to save his property and will make it harder than-ever 
for the artisans to earn a livelihood and generally lead to their gradual extinc- 


ro} legislation regarding occupancy rights, 
“ Amendment of the Tenancy ~ Lois nota = reg 8 OCOUPSHCY ghts, 


sec ‘This change will facilitate the ruin of many 
raiyats by greedy mahajans. Moreover it will in many cases deprive the zam- 
indars of the salami, for the transfer will often be effected without the know- 
ledge of the: zamindar. If the zamindar loses his income he will spend less 
than he does now on objects of local public utility. So let Government pro- 


ceed with due caution in this matter. — 


58. One Ishan Chandra Sikdat, Head Master, Kaira Middle School, 


bl 


ria. ___Nilerail post office, discussing in the columns of the 


__ Hitavadi [Calcutta] of the 5th February the pro- 
posed amendment of the Bengal Tenancy Act, writes :— Pipe Ry oency 2? 

Zamindars and their friends in the press naturally oppose the proposed. 
conferment on the raiyats of the right to transfer their jot holdings, because 
that will largely stop their present practice of gharging arbitrary fees on such 
transfers and of enhancing rent unjustifiably. It has been urged that if 
raiyats get this right, they will, because of their improvident habits, fall into 


the clutches of the money-lenders. But how? Every one, even a raiyat; may 


be expected to be keenly alive to his own interests. Why should it be imagined 
that every raiyat when he pete the right to part with his holding will go 
straight away and sell it off. Of course raiyats will occasionally part with 
their holdings when they are too small. In such cases they will go: else- 
where and buy larger holdings at small rents and on a small salami to feed 
their growing family. Such sales are certainly not reprehensible. The exist- 
ing state of the law on the transfer of occupancy rights encourages a large 
amount of fraud and oppression upon the raiyat by the zamindar and occa- 
sionally also some fraud on the part of the raiyat against the zamindar. The 
pretest of the Rangpur Zamindars’ Association against the proposed legisla- 
tion utterly ignores the interests of the raiyats. ze instance, they object to 
the transfer of parts of holdings. But suppose a raiyat is in need of money, 
and he can raise the money by selling off a part of his holding, is he not-to 

allowed to do'so, simply for the convenience of his zamindar? Again, the 
Association urge that the zamindar should not be bound by law to ackno neces 
the new holders of an occupancy holding as such, even though he may have 
received his nazar on the sale of the holding. What then is the new law meant 
to accomplish if it cannot guarantee even this right tothe raiyat? Zamindars 
should remember that they cannot prosper unless their raiyats also are pros- 
perous. They have always in the past opposed tenancy legislation in favour 
of the raiyat and Government should be strong enough now to ignore their 


protests and do something tangible in the interests of the raiyats. 


59. The Hitavadi [Calcutta] of the 5th February cordially approves of 
the idea of Government undertaking legislation 
for the protection of religious trust properties. 
Already it seems, secret preparations are bein 
made to organise an opposition to this legislation. Let not Government hee 
ack interested opposition. Let it do what is for the good of the country asa 
whole. oe 


60. The Mohammadi [Calcutta] of the 5th February praises the Gov- 
_ ernment of India for eps decided to make-a law 
for the protection of Wak} estates. The sooner 
these estates are free from the control of unprincipled and sélf-seeking mut- 
wallis, the better. — : | r 


61. The Hitavadi [Calcutta] of the 5th February is glad to hear that 
“ Bogus medical degrees.” the Government of India is contemplating legisla- 
ea tion against the use of bogus medi 


, 


Protection’ of religious trust 
property. 


Wakf estates, 


this country. | 


_ This new. law will make it very difficult for the niiddle- 


57, The Kasipur Nioasi [Barisal] of the Srd February, discussing the 


cal degrees in 


_Kastpva Nrvasi, 
Feb. 8rd, 1915. 
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NAYAK, 
Feb. grd, 1915. 


BANGALI, — 
Feb. Sth, 1916. 


BABUGAVAS6I, 
Feb. 6th, 1915. 


;DAINIK BHARAT 
MITRA, 


Feb. 2nd, 1915. 


HITAVADI, 
Feb. 6th, 1915. 


OHARU MIHIR, 
Feb, 3nd, 1016 
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of the 3rd February agrees’in the 


62, The Nayak. (Caleu tht Bed eee Bengalee’s 
\ Legislation against quackery.” ‘ ! Su, gestion that in its: cont plated camp: eis 


>). against quackery, Government should show some 
amount of moderation, as it is better that a man should die after having had 
some physic, though administered by a doctor without a medical degree; than 
without any physicatall, t bande os 


Tynes tl eos (Se ee —NATIVE STATES, ~*~ Seay Be eet 


63, The Bangali [Caleutta] of the 5th February. publishes an appeal 
“Arian Lal.” from da wife of one Arjun Lal Sethi, who of aes 
eee undergoing imprisonment for five years in the jail 


of Jaipur State, though it is alleged that even the charge against him has still 


tobe made public. The paper writes that in British India nobody is punished 
unless his guilt has been adequately proved. It is astounding to hear that in 
Jaipur an eminent patriot is denied a right which is enjoyed even by. the 
Hottentots of Africa and the Esquimaux of Lapland. It is most unjust. 
Arjun Lal is a a religious preacher, who has. devoted his life to the 
improvement of the Jain community. Has not the Jaipur Durbar reflected. 
how the imprisonment of such a man without trial would agitate the public 
mind? It was necessary that his mk complicity in the Delhi conspiracy 
should be proved. Let him be regularly tried and then punished, Public 
opinion can never support punishment without trial. And without the support 
of public opinion, no system of government can be a success. The Government . 
of fndis some time ago deported a number of persons, but they were well treated 
and their families provided for. The Jaipur Durbar, instead of deport- 
ing, has imprisoned Arjun Lal without trial and made no provision for his 
family. Such scandals are unseemly in a civilised State in this the 20th ven- 
tury. We hope the Maharaja of Jaipur, who is an orthodox Hindu, will earn 
the imap of Arjun Lal’s wife and of the public by securing for him a public . 
trial. : i 
64, The Bangavasi [{ Calcutta] of the 6th February refers to the appeal. 
Ibid _. published in the Benaglee by the wife of Arjun Lal 
oe Sethi in favour of his release from imprisonment 
in Jaipur State The public do not know why he is in prison. The paper 
hopes that the appeal will be successful. she ae 
65. The Dainik Bharat Mitra [Calcutta] of the 2nd February draws 
the attention of the Government of India to Arjun 
Lal Sethi’s case, and says it appears that neither 
the Government of India nor the Jaipur Durbar (within whose jurisdiction — 


Arjun Lal Sethi’s case. 


. he is at present confined) has got any incriminating proofs against him. The 


treatment which is being meted out to him is not consonant with justice. 


4 R 
tay 


V.—Prospects OF THE Crops AND CONDITION OF THE PEOPLE. 


66. The Bhersed ees apet of the 5th February writes :— P 

O wine sin rices are rising.and the scarcity in Eastern 
en eee ee Bengal is becoming pepo Some rt of suicide 
of persons unable to see their dependants starve are also reported. ‘We do not 
know what Government is doing to relieve the situation. But we do know 
that steps are being taken to split up districts in order to promote good govern- 
ment in the land. - 3 ne } 
67. The Charu Mthir Lap fantasies ok of the 2nd February writes that 
we ee the Assamese are taking steps to improve the culti- 
Assam t=<CS:t~S::Ss«S tO Of ttn in their midst. It is to be hoped 
that Government will help them in all possible 

ways. Without these industries the cultivation of tea alone will not lead to 
any permanent improvement of Assam. BS as shale 
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68. Referring to the 


Scientific agriculture in Mymen- 4) inc Lal Sen, 
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‘VI.— MISCELLANEOUS. 


69, The following is a full translation of an article which has appeared 
in the Dainik Basumati [Calcutta] of the ‘5th 

| a tee ac eh See ge | 

At first we thought that the: ermans were the only demoniac people. 


‘The European civilisation.” 


PRANTAVASHI, : 
Feb. ist, 1916. 


 DAINIX BasuMATI, 
Feb. Sth, 1915, 


They fight like demons and oppress innocent people like demons. But now > 


we see that they are not the only demoniac people and that, in fact, all the 
Balkan peoples are demoniac.. With the encouragement and pecuniary help 
rendered by Mr. Carnegie, the American Croesus, an enlightened European 
politician and Professor went round every capital city in that part of the 
earth for collecting a true account of the Balkan war. There were represen- 
tatives of England, France, Germany, America, Austria, and other civilised 
countries in his party. They have recently published a Report on the Balkan 
war. The Statesman has made a review of this Report, and we have seen 
samples from the original Report also. _ : 

A study of the Report has convinced us that the Balkan region is truly 
a country of demons. Greeks, Bulgars, Serbs, Turks—none of these give 


place to another on the point of demoniac brutality. When men fight, they 


are maddened to a certain extent. The brute in man maks its Fewer 
at that time. Man cannot be blamed much for what happens in the battle- 


field, for then he becomes a brute through war-frenzy. But we are at a loss . 


to make out how man can oppress innocent unarmed people after war, when 
everything has quieted down. Inthe Balkan war the shi of. wounded soldiers 
were forced out; a Greek soldier chewed and ate a Turkish soldier’s head; 
villages were set on fire and villagers prevented from escaping from them, 
so that in that fire perished men, women, children and old men. Young women 
were everywhere brutally treated and, after being outraged, bayoneted to 
death. Demons alone and not men can do all this. We can boldly say that 
our Indian Hindus and Musalmans, Sikhs and Gurkhas cannot behave so 
demoniacally. The picture of an Indian hero which Megasthenes, the Greek 
Ambassador, has drawn is the picture which is met with among the Rajputs 
of Rajputana and is the ideal of warriors in every other part of India. A. 
greedy man robs and plunders, and devils in human shape try to gouge out the 
eyes of wounded meri. To blow up churches and such other sacred tuildings, 
and to burn innocent men and women, young or old, to death, are the deeds 
of modern Europe, which the greatest of sinners, gundas and budmashes in 
our country would not ever even think of doing. You can show your power 
in war and conquer your enemy, you can kill your opponents in the hzttle- 
held, but we do not know what kind of heroism it is which ; 1ompts ren to 
try to — the enemy nation by burning down villages and killing in- 
fants. Such heroism we call demoniac heroism. pee Se 

It is true that when man becomes too much addicted to meat eating he 
acquires a demoniac nature. There are European and Indian soldiers in 
India. The European soldiers are extremely debauched, and suffer very 
much from vile diseases. Whe. they stir out people fiy from them out of fear 
and shun them. On the other hand, the fadias Sikh, Gurkha pero 4 
soldiers, while they give place to none in heroism, are very little debauched, 
do not suffer from vile diseases, and people are not afraid of or shun then 
When they stir out. The reason for this is that Indian soldiers are not given 
to drinking wine and eating flesh. You cannot cal] German, French and other 
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‘Class: ‘In Luropean countries members of all 
At. Spe 7 in Germany and France none can remain 
sent war in Europe the best’men of the continent are in 
the battle-field. territorials of England are recruited from the respect 
able classes. By coming to India they have to a large extent removed 
stain attaching to the name of English soldiers. There are great thinkers, 
writers and professors fighting in the German army, and yet we hear terrible 
complaints against this army. Men cannot commit the oppressions the Ger- 
mans have committed in Belgium, or totally ‘destroy a country.in the manner 
in which the Germans have destroyed the small part of France they have 
occupied. All this is clearly the work of demons. Christian Germany her- 
self is laying the axe at the root of yrnbeeseme: | Christian Germans are 
demolishing churches, killing priests, burning libraries, violating the chas- 
d destroying villages. 


x 


tity of young women an 7 arab | 
: nm, Grote and Gibbon have made high boasts.about 


European soldiers low class 
classes are bound to 
illiterate. In the p 


Historians like Alison, 3 ! a 
Christian civilisation and, in the name of Christian civilisation, proclaimed 
the infamy of Moorish, Saracenic and Arabian conquerors. These people, 
however, used to make conquests with the object of preaching Islam and take 
into their fold any one who accepted their faith. ey never used to oppress 
such converts to Islam. They raised their heads in order to crush the Bud- 
dhist, Hindu and Christian civilisations. But Germany is plundering Europe 
simply for wealth. She has assumed the demoniac aspect van f for extend- 

ing the bounds of her luxury. She is plainly saying, “ Alone I shall churn 
the world; alone I shall enjoy the substance of the world. I shall have no 
sharer in my plunder of the world.”’ Germany does not want to preach a new > 
religion, she does not know how to spread a new idea. German warriors are 
a) AB putting on the Musalman garb in Turkey, calling Europe atheistic and taking 
4) 34 the name of Christianity in Africa. hen one sees a people, so given up to 
Bio et the flesh and luxuries, gd penecsuig ts « and horribly, one cannot but call 
it a nation of demons. Hide, Europe, hide your false civilisation, hide your 
Christianity and give up your boast of manliness. Uncivilised barbarians 
though we are, we have found out your worth. We shall no more be deceived 
by ang wiles. By the grace of God the veil of your civilisation has been 
raised. 2 
Bancatt, 70. The Bangali { Calcutta | of the 4th February refers to a recent article 
ee ‘In the Times urging the citizens of London not to 
ie - mind the fact that.their lights are now extinguish- 
ed at night. Dispensing with these artificial lights which distract the wind, 
it counsels them to fix their gaze on the stars in the heavens, which typify the 
sririt of the eternal and the everlasting and which attune the mind, as it were, 
to the realisation of the eternal truth that righteousness always triumphs. 
The paper points out that we Indians have long had our external lights 
extinguished, so to speak. This principle of seeking strength of spirit by a 
contemplation of the glories of nature is an old Hindu idea. The sight of the 
, stars. over their heads 1s infusing a new spirit into the minds of the Londoners. 
The stars rise over our heads too, but when will they awaken us and give us 
the proper inspiration? = —— Me cee bia 
DaimxOmaromira, 71, The Dainik Chandrika Celene Lee the 5th February writes :-- 
Pah. Sah. TER. The war in Europe is being discussed in vari- 
Prope im the headless form ef ous ways. An intelligent friend of ours says that 
hae se ge .» - the present war in Europe reminds him of the head- 
less form of Durga (known as Chhinna masta, the headless one). It is as 
though European Christian civilisation, unduly proud of her might, has 
stripped herself naked, and having cut off her own head is drinking up her own 
bldod. ° Germany may be compared to the head of the European hody, 1 nd that 
Germany has cut off her own head. Three jets of blood are issuing from her 
neck from which the head has been severed. The jet which stands for national 
arrogance is being drunk up by Germany herself and the two jets which stand 
for trade and luxury are nang drunk up by America and Japan, which stand 
beside her in the guise of female goblins (as is the case with all representations 
of Chhinna masta), while Asia is lying prone at the feet of Europe. When 
the headless form’s thirst for blood is appeased, Asia which lies at her feet, 
will shake herself up and rise. — AEs dy GEA: Re ie 


“ Extinguishing of lamps.” 
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yered the worl 
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isbeing nowreduced. © " “ween aati 
To explain ourselves more fully, why does the whole world lie prone at 
Europe’s feet? It is because Europe is the focus of strength, of unity and of 


brute force. This irresistible force has struck the world down into the dust . 


and made it lie grovelling at Europe's feet. Now this force which Europe 
possesses is common brute force; there is nothing of charity, mercy; or for- 
bearance in it.’ The sword in a man’s grip does indeed strike another man 
dead; but by virtue inherent in the hand that wields it, something of -huma- 
nity and of mercy and of forbearance are bound to manifest themselves even 
as fhe sharpness of the sword makes itself felt. _But a cannon-ball which is 
levelled from a distance of 15 miles, when it falls into the midst ofa crowd, 
only reveals all the elements of material force, it simply kills and destroys. 
It is, as it were, utterly devoid of all shame or compunction; for in the present 
war, the belligerents do not come into very direct contact with each other. 
And since there is no direct face-to-face meeting in this war there is no mercy 
being shown. Then again, the weapons of civilised Europe are all meant only 
to destroy; they are not adapted for defence. They do some amount of defen- 
sive work only because they never fail in their work of destruction. There 
is no weapon in present-day-war like the shield used only for purposes of 
defence. With defensive weapons there is always some amount of mercy asso- 
ciated. Repeated use of a defensive weapon invariably raises feelings of 
pity in the mind of the warrior. The belligerents in this war are utterly 
without any such weapons. It is for this reason that the strength of Europe 
may be called a naked, fierce strength. That naked all-destroying strength is 
now sorely tormented by the thirst for luxury. Germany now wants to devour 
the whole world. She wants to squeeze blood out of the whole world and 
drink it. The obstacles to the realisation of that desire are her own kins- 
folk and relatives, the English, the French and the Russians. So maddened 
by thirst, Germany has now assumed the headless form; having cut off her 
own head, she is drinking it up herself. This war will depopulate and weaken 
Europe. This war will tear off the outer veil of Christian civilisation and 
reveal its hidden brutality. The world now realises clearly that Europe is 
really a beast in disguise; she knows no other principles but those of hatred 
and enjoyment, which even common beasts know; that her Christianity is 
merely an outer cloak and does not touch her heart. The external gloss of her 
civilisation which hitherto used to captivate the world has now dropped off. 
Hence it may be said that Europe to-day stands naked, with lolling tongue 
and with horrid aspect, appeening her thirst for luxury by drinking up her 
own blood. She has outstepped the limits of humanity. Savion had oppor- 
tunities of using her might,to oppress the world and having enjoyed the luxu- 
ries of the whole world for 200 years, Europe has now come to be like a mad 
elephant. She still thinks that she will get. whatever she wants. But men 
do not always get whatever they want. I urope forgets that there is a limit 
to the fulfilment of human ambitions. That is why she has assumed the head- 


less and naked form.” . 


And Asia so long has been staring with fixed gaze at Europe. The sight 
of Europe’s pranks has made her oe her ye to gee Asia 
forgets for a time that the pranks which Europe is playing now were played 
Py Asia many times in the past. That is why, imitating Europe, Asia gave 

erself up to blindness and darkness, being absorbed in pleasure with the 
atheistic wanton woman lying on the breast. Degradation is the inevitable 
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trade. They have come from both 


often that the headless form of Durga is revealed so clearly. . Ponder on it and 
try to understand the mystery of existence. Alas, Bengalis! had you been 


‘worshippers of the cult of Sakti, you would have realised the glory of the 


Divine Being. i: : 

72. The Nayak [ Caleutta] of the 3rd February expresses its strong dis- 
"approbation of the intention of American met: 

“ Why thia uniustifiable attempt _ Shanta to purchase German ships now lying in 
eet of the American’ A merican harbours and to send cotton to Germatiy 
bythem. The paper fully approves of what Sena- 
tor Slater has said inthis connection. ee is ae 

73. The Daintk Bharat Mitra [ Calcutta] of the 5th February says that 
the best means of stopping the war is to outnum- 
ber the enemies by the numerical ‘increase of 
-  goldiers at the front. India is an ideally goo 
field for enlisting recruits. There is no doubt about this fact that after some 
training they will turn out good soldiers. Up to'this time only a very small 
minority of Indians have gone to fight in Europe. - In our opinion all those 
races which are considered warlike ought to be enlisted. This will serve two 
purposes ; first a very large army will crush the Germans in no time, and second- 


Z 


“The best means of stopping 
the war ?” | 


ly those who go to the front will not have to trouble themselves Oe ae 
food for their families. The removal of a large population out of India wil 
have the effect of cheapening food-grains also and Government will be saved 


the necessary trouble of getting the price of wheat reduced. ue 
74, The Daintk Bharat Mitra {Calcutta ] of the 3rd February says :—. 
Sostsod ind Recie. Russia is the ally of England and therefore 
one should not speak ill of her. She has shown an 
exemplary friendship for the Allies and has astounded the world by her mili- 
tary preparations. She has put forward a large part of her military strength 
to co-operate with the Allied forces to crush German savagery. In spite of 
this friendship one is apt to feel concerned as to the future course of Russian 
policy. Will this friendship be a permanent one? This question troubles 
us over and over again. Russia is our ally also because India is a part of 
the British Empire. In the welfare of the Empire lies our welfare. Russia 
may have noble aims. That is natural for her. But if those aims clash with 
ours then it is certainly our duty to oppose them. There is no denying the 
fact that Russia is a mighty Empire. With the fall of Germany, Russia will 
be the one dominating Power in Europe. England will then have two points 
of contact with her, namely in the Baltic Sea and in the Mediterranean ; because 
Russia has an eye on Constantinople and she finds this the best opportunity to 
take possession of it. Russia has been unable to fulfil her ambitions up till 
now poi her fear for England. The Turks will be beaten in this war to 
be sure and Ruégsia will take possession of Constantinople. With the fear of 
Germany gone for ever, Russia will not consider England’s friendship neces- 


sary for her purposes in Europe. In Asia, where she holds sway over @ 


large tract of the continent, the sole thorn in her path of expansion is England. 
Yeu Aste is contiguous to Afghanistan. Is this not a source of dal 
or India ? : cag serha aeeee 
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Before the signing of the Anglo-Russian convention Indian administra- 


tors always dreaded Russia. After this the fear became less, but in the Bri- 
tish Government’s refusal to.reduce the strength of the Army in India’ one 
may detect the presence of this latent fear. lt was her dread of Germany 
which led Russia to sign this convention. .Will Russia care for this conven- 
tion, when Germany is weakened! Russia to-day may be sea b but one 
should not depend upon it. Britain ought to turn her attention te the defence 
of India from the present moment. In our opinion there is one way for it, 
i.e., the repeal of the Arms Act and the creation ofavolunteer force. 
75. , The Dainik Bharat Mitra [Calcutta | of the 2nd February says :— 

_ From the reports received it is clear that there 
is a great dearth of officers in the Army which has 
gone from India to the front. To make up this deficiency is the first duty of 
Government. But the difficulty is that ordinary soldiers do not understand 
English and British officers do not understand Indian dialects. _Soevery officer 
cannot be made an officer in the Indian Army. If Indians had been given 
commissions in the army for which Lords Roberts and Minto tried so 
much, then this difficulty would not have presented itself. There is yet time. 
1f the British Government even now trusts the Indians and gives them com- 
missions, then the deficiency will be made up 1n no time. | ei ne a 

76. The Safr{ Calcutta | of the 8th February, in referring to the German- 
Americans’ threat to encourage Germany to con- 
tinue the war, says :—Germans are mad. _So long 
as their heads are not opened by means of a pickaxe, their brains cannot be 
cured of the disease. | nar? py Oe 

77. The Hitavadi [{ Calcutta] of the 5th February writes:— | fas. 

“Lies | During the recent naval fight, a German crui- 

"ger was sunk while some of the British ships were 
more or less damaged, but none were lost. The German official account, how- 
ever, says that one of the English ships was sunk. This is not true. What 
is the use of circulating such falsehoods? They are quickly found out. The 
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Dearth of officers at the front. 


German’ madness. 
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‘Germans may, of course, a that ~ made this statement because they 
i 


could not see things very c stance, but that. excuse is no pallia- 


tion. . Probably what they want is to make out their defeat to be less of a defeat 


than it-actually is. Well, that is a failing which is not peculiar to Germany. 

All the Powers suffer from it more orless. Only Germany suffers from it ina 

very exaggerated form. 
78. The Hitavadi Seer 


** Hopes and fears.” 


of the 5th February writes :— s 
en the war began, many people thought 
| that it could not last for more than six months at 
the longest, because of the heavy expense it would entail. That hope has 
been disappointed. Others again thought time would fight for the Allies 
against Germany which would daily lose strength while the Allies would 
daily get stronger and stronger. But Germany so far has showed no signs 
of weakness. The situation pie now become so serious that the war can end 
only by the utter defeat of one side or other. If Roumania now joins the 
Alhes as she is expected to do, it may very well have a decisive effect in favour 
of the Allies. But there is also the risk that if she joins the Allies, Bulgaria 
lay join the German side. Again Greece may join the Allies, but will Italy 
continue neutral in that case? If she too joins the Allies, that would be of 
very hopeful augury indeed. But what if she joins the other side? Again 
there is also the. risk of Holland and Sweden joining the war against. the 
Allies. And if Sweden casts in her lot against the Allies, will not Norway 
and Denmark also do the same? And lastly there is America. She may be 
trusted to keep out of the struggle in any event. It is England which stands 
to lose most in this war. That is why British subjects all the world over 
have girt up their loins to defend England. Hopes and fears may alternately 
elate and depress us, but we are confident that victory will ultimately attend 
the — Ro hteousness. _ 

. @-£ne 


Religious ideas. 


‘oslem Hitaishi Calcutta ] of the 5th February ublishes a 
manifesto signed by distinguished Moslem Ulemas 
on the subject of the Anglo-Turkish war which, in 


their opinion, cannot be considered a jehad (holy war). ee : 
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$0. The Dainik Bammati (Caloutta} of the Std February has the fol 


_. The Englishman observed ‘yesterday that in 
the present war everybody must be prepared for surprises, and that, because 
many items of news cannot escape the lynx-eyed scrutiny of the press osnagrs 
and find their way into this country till things comé to a head, when a'crow, 
of information about them reaches this country all of a sudden. This'is what 
has happened with regard to the intelligence about a Turkish invasion of 
Egypt. True, the Turks have not yet actually invaded Egypt, but they have 
arrived at the eastern border of Egypt, separated in several divisions. . Lord 
Kitchener himself declared about two months ago that reconnoitring by means 
of camel corps and balloons had led to the discovery of no strong body of the . 
enemy in the Sinai Peninsula. This was in substantial agreement with the 
declaration of Syrian fugitives, to the effect that the Turkish battalions at 
Damascus were discontented and were deserting in large numbers. Every- 
body, therefore, concluded that the Turk would never venture to invade Egypt. 
This assurance received further support from the. her g defeat sustained 
by the Turks at the hands of the Russians. But meanwhile the electric wire 
flashed the news that the troops from Australia and New Zealand, who were 
on their way to France, had been suddenly made to disembark at Port Said. 
At that time the military authorities had certainly suspected the evil intention 
of the Turks or they would never have taken such a step. But the public 
did not then seriously canvass the motives.of such disembarkment. On the 
20th November came the news of a brush between the enemy and the Bikaneer 
Camel Corps at Katia, 24 miles.from the Suez Canal. People took this for a 
skirmish between a body of Bedouins and a small number of troops belonging 
to the Camel Corps. The skirmish at Kantara the other day between an 
English and a Turkish squadron was dismissed by the Englishman as a thing 
of no importance, which seemed to reassure us. But the news that we have 
now received does not incline us to think that the affair is so very small after 
all. We now learn that the Turks have encamped at Katia, a place 25 miles 


Turkish invasion of Egypt. 


to tne north-east of Kantara, and established military stations at Biulduardar 


and three or four other places. Besides these, a second encampment has been 
discovered at Tor. It is thus clear that Turkey has completed preparations 
for invading Egypt with the help of a large force. The Englishman says that 
this is no preliminary to the invasion of Egypt, but an actual invasion of it. 
The advancing Turkish force extends along a line of 120 miles and the 


Turkish encampment lies within Egyptian territory. It would not, there- 


fore, be wrong to say ropa 1 has been invaded by Turkey. 
The question is, how could the Turkish troops traverse the arid and impas- 
sable Syrian desert ? S | Hr, ae 
The Englishman furnishes an answer to this question. Its supposition 
is that the rumour about the construction by the Germans of a railway from . 
a point on the Hedjaz Railway up to the confines of Egypt was not false and 
that the Turks have pe arrived in Egypt by that railway. | 
It cannot be said that the Englishman’s supposition is certainly correct. 
Nor does the Englishman itself make such a claim. The Turkish force may 
have got in by other ways. But the assumption is safe that an army that has 
succeeded in traversing the Syrian ‘desert must be a very strong one. _ 
But whether it be i. or not, the hope may easily be entertained that 
this Turkish force will be severely thrashed by the English army in Egypt 
for there is now in that country a large number of trained Indian soldiers, 
volunteers from Australia and New Zealand and English Territorials. The 
ike ene ori says that the Turkish force must reckon themselves exceptionally | 
lucky if they escape total annihilation at the hands of the troops of England. 


It is not to be believed that the conflict here will be so severe as it has been in 


France, Flanders and Poland. There is no possibility for forming entrench- 
ments here. Nor is there any reason to suppose that the Turks have an ade- 
quate and effective artillery.. The Englishman, therefore, declares this move- 
ment of Turkey to be nothing but an act of madness. Be that as it may, it 
would be well if the matter passes off quietly. " 

_ As matters stand, the Suez Canal may remain closed for a few days, 
thereby involving a delay of five or six days in the arrival of the English mail 
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by a circuitous course. ~But there is nothing to be aftaid of or. anxious about. 


-. Turkish force willgoon be destroyed. 
a Referring to the article which has appeared in the Englishman 
“he Suez Canal. -. newspaper on the massing of Turkish forces on the 


rika [Calcutta] of the 9th February writes:— Sy 

Chane full nn the suggestion of the Englishman that special arrange- 
ments should be made for maintaining the safety ‘of the Canal with troops 
from India. A closure of the Canal for even a short time will dislocaté trade 
in India and bring ruin and distress not only on Indian tradesmen but also 
on the masses of Indians. The Indian public will, therefore, be relieved of 
a great anxiety if they are assured by the Government of India that adequate 
steps are being taken to keep the Canal open to mercantile marine. | 


So long: we were feeling the war only indirectly. The attack on Suez 


has brought it nearer home to us. It is not for nothing, for no playful pur- 

ose, that Germany has joined hands with Turkey... The Germans are nothing 
if not good fighters. From the time of the beginning of the war we have been 
hearing that they will try their best to close the Suez Canal. To this end 
Marshal Von der Goltz has been sent to Constantinople, and he has surely 
done his best.and will in future do his best to carry out this purpose. It must, 
therefore, be understood that the fighting on the banks of Suez will not end 
in a day. The German Marshal Sanders has said that he will redden the 
waters of the Canal with human blood. This determintion will not altogether 
goin vain. It is true that ultimately Germany and Turkey will be defeated, 
but the English will have to win this victory by hard and severe fighting. 
Turkey will not easily give up Egypt and the ex-Khedive will not easily be 
satisfied with his present position. Hence it séems that for about a month the 


Suez will remain an unsafe route. Lord Hardinge will surely try to keep up 

the Indian trade by some other route. As for the people of this-country, they 

must now calmly suffer some amount of hardship and distress in consequence 

of the war.. The Emperor’s good is the people’s good. If after living so long 

happily under British rule we become reluctant to share in the dangers of the 
t 


ary ig we shall be guilty of a great sin. We are confident that the people 

f the country will now behave cautiously and maintain perfect quiethess. 

82... The Bir Bharat [ Calcutta | of the 2nd February resents the English- 

The Encliehmon end thereanect. 2/2 8 attitude towards the respectable classes’ of 

able classes of Bengal, ~SCté«C CDA. It is most unfortunate at the present 
. time, when the entire’ people of India are striving 

heart and soul to help the Empire. oo 


83. The Daintk Bharat Mitra [Calcutta] of the 7th February, in point-_ 


lenorisies of Benich _ ing out the ignorance of the Birmingham Dail 
: — Sia nie payee’ po eg which stated that rod "Pentland 
moved the Lenty Resolution in the Madras Congress, which was seconded 
by Surendra Nath Banerji, says :—There is a limit to ignorance and every 
rule has its exception. The ignorance of the British papers regarding India 
1s an exception to the above rule. | | 
84. The Danik Bharat Mitra [Calcutta] of the 4th February says :— 
Different methods. (Congress The New India.of Madras, in its issue of the 2nd 
politics.) February, publishes an account of the unsuccessful 
attempt by Mrs. Besant to bring about a rapprochement between Moderates 
and Extremists. After consulting with Mr.- Tilak, Mrs. Besant decided to 
bring forward a proposal before the Subjects Committee of the Congress with 
a view to enabling the Extremists to send representatives to that body. The 
attitude which Mr. Tilak subsequently took up prevented further action in this 
direction. In Mr. Tilak’s opinion, though the ‘ideal of both the Extremists 
and the Moderates is the attainment of self-government under British rule, 
yet their methods of attaining it are quite different. In this connection the 
Mahratta of Poona has published an article from the pen of its editor, show- 


ing the points of resemblance and difference between the two parties, which 
are as follow—~ | wee | eek ) 


(1) Both the parties agree in thinking that such extreme methods as 


Passive resistance are just. _ 
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eastern bank of the Suez Canal, the Dainik 
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- (2) The Nationalist party, however, comsidets this as the ast resort, 
(3) Both the parties believe in the efficacy of representations io flcaca: 
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(4) The Nationalist party will continue to work, keeping their ideal 
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(6) But the Nationalist party cannot agree to bind thems 
not to adopt other methods of work 


public opinion outside the Congress. - 
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85. The Dainik Chandrika [Calcutta] of the 6th February says that 
“What will happen?” |. Exnglish-educated Bengalis have given up every- 
thing which they caf-call their own and berrowed 


everything from Westerners. They have forsaken their village homes and 


abandoned their agricultural lands their ancient education, their own system 


of medicine and even their national frame of mind. They are like parrots 


in an English household. The moment the householder will cease to B sinnes 
him, he will be killed by cats. Already they are dying of all sorts of diseases 
at immature ages, because they do not know how really to live: The cul-. 
tivators in the country could have lived on but for jute.: If they profit by this 
year’s lesson they may still live. Weak and dependent as the Bengals are, 
the soil is to them everything. If they want to live they must stick to the soil 


-as they did during Moghul rule. Otherwise, they are bound to perish: ‘They 


must return to the village, give up luxurious habits, cultivate Sanskrit learn- 
ing, and in fact remain satisfied with anything that the country produces. 


‘The — time is a critical one for them. But there is yet a chance of their 
| EO | 


avoiding destruction. 


86. The following is a full translation of an article in the Dainik Chan- 
drika [Calcutta] of the 8th February, entitled 
“ Teac ing a lesson” :-— 
Many members of the educated classes in Bengal and also in the rest of 
India seem to have learnt to dislike the English to some extent. It will not be 
easy to punish them by sending them to prison or by prosecuting them in 
courts. Our view is that the authorities have not correctly understood the 
etiology of the disease; hence their treatment is not proving effective. This 
spirit of hatred is the outcome of surieit and satiety born of a long peace. 
Our fathers and grandfathers knew by bitter experience the miseries of unrest 
and anarchy and that was why they cordially welcomed British rule as a 
divine boon. They rendered unquestioning obedience to the orders of the 
English who had brought them peace. We, of this generation and our sons 
and grandsons, have never suffered the miseries of lawlessness and ararchy. 
We have been monotonously enjoying the pleasures of a‘state of vnbroken » 
peace. We, therefore, imagine that things were always thus and v ill always 
be thus and we seem to have grown weary of the inertia induced by thts state 
of long-continued peace. We want to do something new. And for the sake 
of novelty we have betaken ourselves to opposing and abusing and defaming 
the English. Moreover, English education and civilisation have a strong 10- 
toxicating property which the Bengali constitution is utterly unable to stand. 
They have, therefore, thrown the educated Bengali youth into a state of rest- 
lessness and commotion in which he does not quite bite: what he is-doing oF 


’* Teaching a lesson.” 
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The cure which the present-day En lish rule : rs are appl i for thi i 
ease is not the proper cure. As English education and civilisation have led 
our youths astray, so the temper of our English rulers also has been ccpsider- 


ly spoiled by the unquestioned authority which they have exercise 
ne for 50 ate They no longer try to know or understand Indi: 1 
expect to eep us all under control simply: by the use of the lash. 3 Yet 
Indian Empire was not acquired by a free use of the lash. The knglish 
it by a free display of the conciliatory spirit. — The disposition of the 
of India is much like that of children, in that they will do the very thi 
are told not to do, and will stake their lives on the accomplishment of ¢ 
wherein they are thwarted. For‘200. years from the days of Guru 
to those of Guru Gobinda, the Sikhs were a.most inoffensive and peacefi 
community, it was the intolerable o anaes and outrages to which tkey 
began to be subjected in the.reign of Farrock Shiyar which converted them 
into a nation. The revolutionary spirit in Bengal would long ago have eva- 
porated like many other worthless sensations of the moment, it is being kept 
alive only because of the opposition and the ruthless repression it is meeting 


with. The swadesht agitation utterly died out for a time after the partition 
of Bengal. But it awoke into new life as soon as the Jamalpur riots took . 
place, as soon as the image of Vasanti was demolished'and the Beadon Square 


riots occurred. The race of youths is bound to be thrown into a fury as 
soon as it meéts with opposition. If orthodox Hindu society had. agrees sm 
at the outset a strict attitude towards those of its members who had been 
to England, those people would have lost their separate. i1-¢ividual « cial 
existence and there would be no signs of Anglicism apparent now. The dis- 


position of men may be compared to a stream of running: v2 ter, it swells © 


and heaves whenever it meets with opposition. Anyway, what was to have 
been, has been. The authorities have to a large extent been brought to recog- 


nise the real situation and we, too, have largely been brought to our senses. 


The revolutionary spirit may be altogether exorcised from the country if a 


little sound judgment is now shown. 


There are two ways of punishing boys imbued with the revolutionary 
spirit. One way is to give them an actual experience of what war is.. Let 
them be sent to Poland with the Russian armies and then they will have the 
realities of war and its miseries brought home to them; let them see, till their 
eyes are weary, how Belgium and Poland have been reduced to wildernesses ; 
let them understand what the actual horrors of war are; let them realise fully 
to what pass society is reduced by a state of anarchy; and then will they return 
home, well-behaved and orderly, ardent lovers of peace. The sight of the 
horrors of war has quieted the ruffians of London, and the Police Courts in 
that city are no longer burdened with cases. An Indian, no matter what his 


temper may be, is bound to feel tamed and subdued when he actually sees what 


havoc war works. That is why we suggest: that all the Babus who are sus- 
pected by the police, or are old offenders, or are undergoing imprisonment for 
anarchical crimes, should be sent to the different theatres of war—Egypt, 
asta, Eastern Africa and specially to Poland, Galicia and the Eastern 
frontiers of France. Let each of them be given whatever work he asks for. 
Let some of them de on th field:and let the rest, finding themselves in difficul- 
ties learn a much-needed lesson. Such of them as will return home will return 
in a decidedly chastened mood. In addition to Dr. Sarbadhikari’s Ambu- 
lance corps, let other bodies of Bengalis also go to the war; let all go who want 
to. You will find then that after the war, — and India generally will 
be overflowing with loyalty. If this prophecy does not come true, we shall 
cheerfully bear any punishment you may inflict on us. 

There is another way, and we have been referring to it for the last 10 
years, though our thick-skulled countrymen have not paid heed to it. It 1s 
the abolition of the child-marriage system which has made possible the advent. 
of these mischievous things. ith the burden of a young wife to bear, it 

ecomes impossible for a man to raise his head, so tospeak. The main reason 
why the Moslems were able for 700 years to rule our country without opposi- 
tion may be traced to child-marriage and polygamy. John Bull was stupid 
enough to abolish polygamy and child-marriage, and it is he who is now a 
the disastrous consequences most.’ It is to this highly efficacious system o 
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child marriages that we should ascribe the loyalty of us all, from Sir Gurudas 
to brother Panchu. Weall married before we were quite eighteen, and in con- 
sequence, we had no opportunity ever afforded us of raising our heads. The 
Hindustanis in Upper India are all addicted to child-marriage and polygamy 
and hence there is no sedition there. The Moslems each marry four wives 
and hence they are all loyal and attached to the Ep Sir Ashutosh, before 
he married, smashed up the window-panes of the High Court buil ings. 
Since marriage he has been loyal. What more examples need we adduce? 
Whoever in Bengal is happily married and knows the blessing of the com- 
yany of a good woman is loyal. Hem Chandra became a patriot by writing 
hie ‘ Lament of a soul in deapeir,” Bankitm Chandra, when he married for 
the second time, a the praises of the English in the concluding p 
of his Ananda Math. So let child-marriage be again introduced into the 
country. Then will peace be restored, and then will our een men be quieted © 
down and the revolutionary spirit expelled from the land. ate 
87. In the course of a long article, the Dainik Chandrika etry of 
the 7th February, says that the war is full of les- 
sons for the Bengalis. It brings out the traits of 
7 _ character which makes a nation great.. Men like 
Mr. Asquith, Mr. Lloyd George, Lord Plymouth, Lord Hardinge, Lord Rose- 
bery, the Duke of Westminster and Lord Lansdowne have sent their sons to 
the front. Thirty lakhs of about eighty lakhs of able-bodied male inhabitants 
of England have enlisted in the army or navy, and the remainder are 
always prepared to do so. Again, it is a great object-lesson to the Bengalis 
how the English people are sacrificing their lives in large numbers ungrudg- 
ingly and unasked at the command of their leaders, Lord Kitchener and Lord 
Fisher. Again, the manner in which Englishmen are spending their for- 
tunes in the war ought to teach the Bengalis the larger principles of economy 
which identifies the nation’s wealth with the individual’s wealth. The time 
has come for the Bengalis to work. The time for speechification has ended. 
88. The Dainik Bharat Mitra [ Calcutta] of the 9th February says :-— 
The Hindu Moslem problem. | OMe time back we published an article dealing 
| with the behaviour of the authorities towards the 
Moslems. Some of our readers have taken exception to many of our remarks, 
and have said that by making such remarks union cannot be established bet- 
ween Hindus and Musalmans. At this time nothing of an objectionable na- 
ture is being set on foot by the Moslems. It would be well if we also refrain 
from writing in the way we have done. We regret very much the use of such 
terms as have caused pain to our Moslem brethren. We not only consider 
it bad to give pain to others but it is also altogether opposed to the tenets 
of Hindu faith. We have no enmity with the Moslems. We praise their 
merits. The policy which they have adopted at this critical juncture points 
to their statesmanship. We praise them on the Moslem University question 
and we consider the constitution of the proposed Moslem University in many 
ways superior to. the Hindu University. It has never been our policy to 
quarrel over small things. _ 
89. The Mohammadi [Calcutta] of the 5th February publishes a long 
letter in which the writer, Golam Mustaffa, o 
village Manoharpur under the Sailkupa thana 
Bey in the Jessore district, makes a review of 
Bengali Hindu literature from the standpoint of its antagonism to Islam. — 
According to the writer, from Bharat Chandra to the latest Bengali Hindu 
writer of fiction, every one has taxed his imagination to slur the character 
of all Musalmans and decry the Muhammadan faith. Bharat Chandra is a 
classical Bengali poet. The writer quotes passages from his well-known 
book Annadamangal, in which it is said that the Emperor of Delhi was com- 
pele to admit and bow to the greatness of goddess Kali. In one place, 
harat Chandra says that both the Puranas and the Koran see God in every- 
thing, living or non-living. What a fine knowledge of God and the Koran 
Bharat Chandra had,” exclaims the writer. He also characterises Bharat 
Chandra’s above allegation about the Emperor of Delhi as mean and highly 
insolent. At present even school and college boys indulge in this mischievous 
freak by holding performances of anti-Musalman dramas on occasions like 


“What makes one great 27? 
(Lessons of the war.) . 


“The shameful aspect of the 
Bengali literature.” 
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be a strong agitation a . 
91. The Dainik Chandrika [Calcutta | of the 5th February hopes that 


Resettlement of the boundaries 


of Bengal. resettlement of the boundaries of Bengal by in- 


cluding Manbhum, Singhbhum and the Sonthal Parganas in the Province. It 


is rumoured that Orissa will be included in Bengal. In fact, during this 


war time, it is necessary to reduce administrative costs. _ 
92. The Bangali [Calcutta] of the 4th February writes:— _ 
Sir Wiltten Dake he London correspondent of the Englishman 
ee recently expressed pleasure at Sir William Duke’s 
appointment to the Council of India, because he brought with him a recent 
experience of conditions in Bengal. What is wanted, however, is not so 
much knowledge of actual facts and conditions which many officials pos- 
sess, but the courage to adapt the policy of Government to the new conditions. 
The imagination to inaugurate a new policy is what is most wanted. Expe- 
rience cannot make up for the want of such imagination, so Indians cannot 
be rash enough to hope that the advent of a new Member into the Council 
of India, with fresh experience of conditions in Bengal, will result in any 
revolutionary change in the policy of that Council. : 
93. The Jasohar [ Jessore| of the 30th January advocates the establish- 
Waetel « Pankas Gaamians ment of a Pasteur Institute near Bengal, such as 
has recently been sanctioned by Government for 
Shillong. If this is done, many lives will be saved. 


RAJENDRA CHANDRA SASTRI, 
Bengali Transltor to Government. 


BENGALI TRANSLATOR’S OFFICE, 
The 13th February 1915. 
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during his stay in Calcutta in March next Lord 
Hardinge will finally settle the question of the — 
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“Reis and Rayyet” Ditto «| Weekly Jogesh Ch. Datta, age 63 
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’ I1.—Home ADMINISTRATION. 


124. The Bengalee has repeatedly called attention to the treatments 

_____ political prisoners while in jail, and now invit 
The treatment of political © the attention of His Excellency the Viceroy to the 
Seiad .., ease of one Bibhuti Bhusan Sarkar, who was con- 
victed in connection with the Alipur Bomb Case and was incarcerated in the 
Andamans for four years. Recently he was transferred to India and confined 
in Saugor Central Prison (C. P.) The journal learns: from a source which 


cannot be regarded as worthless that a short time ago he was flogged for some 


jail offence, and aSks whether there is any truth in the statement. ‘he journal 


expects that, ‘if the information is. substantially correct, the matter will be 
thoroughly enquired into and necessary action taken. The infliction of cor- 


poral punishment on a political prisoner is unheard of except, perhaps, in 
Siberian jails. ‘The journal is confident that the Government of India will 
not permit their good name for conspicuous humanity in jail administration 
to be tarnished by any act of their subordinates and reminds the authorities 
that when one Susil Kumar was flogged in 1907; by the orders of the Presi- 


dency Magistrate, Lord Morley issued instructions to stop the flogging of — 


juvenile prisoners for political offences. 


32 — (h)—General. peed 
125. Reverting to this subject the Bengalee remarks that. the Bengal 


4 


pie Administration Enquiry } pai report. ventured upon reflections relating to 
matters which really do not lie within the scope 


of their reference :—Educational topics do not come within the purview of 


the Report at all. But the Committee feel no hesitation in giving the Govern- | 


ment the benefit of their views about burning educational problems, regarding 
which there is considerable difference of opinion and which in Bengal have 
given rise to serious controversy. Referring to the statement made in the 
Report that discontent will spread with the spread of English education and 
will spread with phenomenal rapidity, the Bengalee says that it would have 
been hopeless to find in the columns of the Englishman a more pronounced 
expression of typical Anglo-Indian opinion of the extremist kind. But here it 
finds expression in the pages of an official report, clothed with all the dignity 
of official authority. But English education will continue to spread and no 
Administration Committees ot the present or the future will be able to stem 
the rolling tide. As Lord Carmichael said ‘in one of his speeches “ English 
edugggion must spread; we cannot go back.” But is it the progenitor of all 
diggamtent? The journal says, No. It is the inspirer of that wholesome 
dissafasfaction, that divine discontent, which Lord Minto applauded in one 
of his speeches. It was no business of the Committee to have suggested some 
alternative to the course for the Matriculation Examination. Evidently they 
are wre on the School Final. For the Committee this was irrelevant and. 
the public and the Government need take no serious notice of it. 
126.* On the same subject the Bengalee observes that the District. Admin- 
na istration Committee’s Report is, to put it mildly, 
Baga an inexhaustible source of disagreeable surprises. 
The Committee have made the valuable discovery that “ the revolutionary 
movement in this Presidency has been throughout a Hindu movement.’ Now 
if words have any meaning a Hindu movement means a movement which 
has the sanctiom of the Hindu religion and the support of the Hindu com- 
munity, But what is one to think of such a sweeping pronouncement in face 
of the Committee’s own admission that the Gedaal foe ing is against dakaities 
and political outrages? | & 
127. It will-be remembered, writes the Bengalce, that. His Excellency 
ol he Lord Carmichael based the recommendation for 
| 4 the partition of districts chiefly on the ground that 
it would help the cause of Local Self-Government. The District dministra- 
tion Committee apparently takes a different view. Their raison d’ étre for 
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Administration Committee have in the course of 
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the partition of districts seems to be the suppression of seditioniand nc 


expansion of Local Self-Government. Rangpur and the 24-Pargana: 
amongst the biggest districts in Bengal. Their immediate partition i 
recommended by the Committee. But the Committee urges that the follow; 
districts be at once partitioned, viz., Midnapur, Mymensingh, ‘Barisal : 
Dacca... And these are the districts where there has been a considerable x 
ber of seditious cases.. The Committee deplores the absence of th 
trati mt of Education ; and 
they have an idea that if there were more Europeans in the services’ there 
would be less sedition in the country. But will this Committee explain to 
the public how it is that‘in Calcutta which is full of European officers there - 
have been so many cases of anarchism? The Bengalee fears that the Com- 
mittee’s conclusions are not in many cases supported by facts. = 8 — 
128. The Amrita Bazar Patrika thinks it unfortunate that every time 
saan  . the question of filling up a public appointment 
_ Bar to the employment of Ben- by an Indian arises in Bihar, the old and mis- 
ATE SIOe chievous cry of “ No Bengali need apply ” should 
be raised. The new province has been barely three years in existence and still 
within this short space of time the journal has had the painful duty of pointing 
out and commenting on at.least half a dozen typical occurrences of ‘this 
nature. And the latest of them hails from the capital of the new province. — 
It is over the question of appointing a successor to Babu Atma Ram, late 
Principal of the Patna Law College. It appears that the name Babu Benode 
Behari Mazumdar, a well-known lawyer and Public Prosecutor of the place, 
was suggested as the fittest man for the post, and two Bihari papers have 
started protesting vigorously against a Bengali being appointed. They 
want, of course, the post to be a close preserve for a Bihari, irrespective of the 
uestion of merit, and irrespective of the historic declaration of Sir Charles 
ayley that “in the matter of appointments no distinction should be made 
between natives of this Province and Bengalis domiciled in it.’’ Now, as 
Benode Babu is a domiciled candidate and possesses the excellent qualifica- 
tions attributed to him, the journal fails to see why there should be so much 
agitation over the matter. . Of course, if there is any one, who is better quali- 
fied than Benode Babu, let him by all means be appointed; but so long as such 
a candidate is not forthcoming, the paper does not see how the superior 
claims of Benode Babu can be set aside, without opposing both the letter and 
the spirit of Sir Charles Bayley’s declaration. Here is another occasion on 
which the force and value of that declaration is to be put to the test and the 
paper hopes that on this occasion, at least, it will stand the test. 


129. In the opinion of the Mussalman increasing the number of su 


pre ne nie or wag; Visions of a district is to be preferred for most 
tional uubdivisions. Sti s*=<CS~S*é‘«é:s«éHe:«Benngall districts. Increasing the number 
: of districts results in increase of appointments for 
members of the Indian Civil Service, the lot of the Provincial Service remain-’ 
ing unimproved. Members of the Provincial Service should he 
offered opportunities of training themselves like the members of. the 
Indian Civil Service. , The cost of creating a fresh district would enable 
Government, roughly ane, to double the number of subdivisions. With 
a smaller area to deal with, the Subdivisional Officer, who will be a®member 
of the Proyincial Service, will know more of his subdivision than he does at 
present. The Local Boards of subdivisions of which the Subdivisional Officers 
are in many cases chairmen should be given.more power. At present full 
power is centred in the District Boards. A great deal of power and discre- 
tion vested in the District Officers should be delegated to the Subdivisional 
Magistrates. In this way the subdivision and not the district should be 
made the initial unit of criminal administration of the country. The journal 
asks: Can Government train the Provincial Service for this additional res- 
ponsibility and rely on it? © It goes on to say: ‘“ It can never be expected 
that an Englishman, howsoever intelligent, able and sympathetic, can know 
much of the people with whom he does not and cannot mix as much as a2 
Indian, who is equally intelligent, able and sympathetic. It is the universal 
testimony of the members of the Indian Civil hay who have made it an 
object of their life to understand the people, that aftey all they know very 


little of them. The-attempt therefore for the members of the Indian Civil, 


x evice to know the people better by partitioning districts will fail. If the 
“biett of Comahinanh te know the pec dle, hat object. can. be ‘ined by 
increasing subdivisions and placing members of the Provincial Service in 
their charge. Is it humiliating for the Civil Service to associate with the 
Provincial Service? There seems to be a lurking feeling like this somewhere 
1 the mind of an average member of the Indian Civil Service, and this seems 
to have led to the preference which the District Administration Committee has 
given to the partition of districts instead of increasing the subdivisions in a 
‘istrict.’ cages , | ha a rhe soi aiy. ee eo 

30. Whatever opinions, remarks the Bengalee one may honestly hold 
regarding the cause or causes of the so-called un- 
: _ rest. in Bengal that followed the ill-fated -parti- 
tion of the Province by Lord Curzon, every one who has any rational appre- 
ciation of the present situation in the country must admit the extreme unwis- 
dom of any discussion of these at this moment. Ever since the declaration of 
the present war every school of Indian politics has fully and frankly recog- 
nised the duty of forgetting all its past conflicts and of presenting an abso- 
lutely united front to the enemy of the Empire. Even the Government have 
recognised the supreme wisdom of keeping back all contentious measures 
for the present; and if the subordinate officialdom could enter into the spirit 
of His Excellency the Viceroy or of His Excellency Lord Carmichael, we 
night have even found much less activity in the political branch of the C. I. D. 
than has unfortunately been the case. And one cannot too strongly condemn 


How to remedy tie evil. - 


the unwisdom of the attempt made by the District Administration Com-. 


mittee to rake up the embers of an agitation that had practically been settled 
by the repeal of the partition and the various measures of statesmanship with 
which this repeal was associated. Sincethen Lord Hardinge has been exceed- 


ingly careful to avoid as far as possible any friction with the sentiments and — 


the prejudices of the people. True it.is that His Excellency’s liberal and far- 
seeing statesmanship has not been fully appreciated by at least a section of his 
own countrymen in India, and more particularly in Bengal, and one may even 
say, without offence, the journal hopes, that his general policy has not been 


fully understood even by the subordinate officials in every part of the ccuntry.: 
Had he been rey supported by the Anglo-Indian Press, and had the Indian 


Civil Service fully fallen in with the true spirit of his Indian policy, the 
journal has not the least doubt that Indians would have seen by this time 
an almost complete reconciliation between the Government on the one side 
and almost every school of nationalist thought in the country on the other. 
The paper does not say that the so-called anarchist propaganda would have 
been absolutely stamped out of the country. There are irreconcilables in 
every land, and political enthusiasm when once it runs riot and adopts a 
criminal propaganda, always leaves a residuum behind even after the amplest 
freedom is attained by the people among whom it.was started, But though 
one may not offer any absolute assurance of the complete cure of this evil of 
anarchism in this country or indeed anywhere else, one can safely say that the 
fullest acceptance of the policy of Lord Wentnes by every section of the people 
and the subordinate officialdom would have gone far to kill these lawless acti- 
vities in the name of patriotism. In fact the present war has done.a great deal 
in this direction. If the early enthusiasm of the people to help the Empire 
had met with adequate penponee from the authorities, if the people had been 
enrolled as volunteers, and there had been energetic recruiting among the 
educated classes, just as there is among every class in the United Kingdom, 
then, the paper has not the least doubt, that the anarchist sentiment in the 
country to whatever small extent it may still exist would have been choked out 
of existence. But notwithstanding all these disappointments there has been 
evident anxiety in ster section of the community to abstain from every kind 
of political agitation likely to embarrass the Government. It needs but little 
imagination to understand the supreme value of this sentiment at this junc- 
ture. The war is far from being over. There are already indications of a 
renewal of the murderous activities with the return of spring. No one can 
foretell what the immediate future has in store for the world. Complications 
Seem to be gathering in every direction; and though no sane and informed 
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observer of the trend of évents can doubt that the ultimate victory ¥ 


with Great Britain and her Allies, no one can either feel assured 
victory will be easily won. All these thoughts ought to. exert a soberi 
influence upon every one. And it is in view ofthese difficulties that the 


oes ) 


paper feels compelled to strongly condemn the tone and spirit of the District 


Committee’s Report, and particularly their attempt to revive ’a controvers 
which had best been forogtten. And the only way to undo the evil which 


the publication of this Report is likely to create is for the Government to disso. 


ciate itself openly and unreservedly with that portion of the Report’ which 
deals with the anti-partition agitation and with the comments upon national 


schools and the system of education in general which te say the least are irre- 


levant and uncalled for. The paper appeals to His Excellency Lord Carmi- 
chael to take such steps as he thinks fit to neutralise the evil which this Report 


* 


threatens to work. | | eek se a 
134. The people of Bakarganj, writes the Bengalee, assembled at a 
Partition of districts, | Public meeting, have entered an emphatic protest 

ainst the proposed partition of that district. 
istricts but also many of those which are not 


Not only the other déonied a 


threatened with dismemberment will, the paper has no dobut, shortly join the 


movement started at Barisal. As a matter of fact, the measure affects the 
whole of Bengal, and it is decidedly an all-Bengal question. At the Bengal 
Provincial Conference, which is to be held at Krishnagar during the next 
Easter holidays, it ought to be one of the main subjects ef discussion. The 
paper cannot too strongly deprecate the lack of wisdom in creating this unrest 
in Bengal at a time when peace should reign throughout the British Empire... 


: FI. —Leorauarrow. 


132. The Amrita Bazar Patrika is of opinion that the Calcutta Improve. 

pete eee . Ment Amendment Bill has not been given as wide. 
dh icg -g AAPOR: publicity as it deserved, with the result that 
s 3 o a“ vast mass of non-political middle class people ” 
in Calcutta are “deeply moved and. are shedding tears,’ because 


“tr the garb of ‘improvement unlimited areas of land, dwelling- 


houses and everything standing within the zone of acquisition is being acquir- 
ed,” although “ the actual streets may require one-fifth or one-tenth of.that 
area.” The Hon’ble Mr. Bompas, who is now the “ supreme and undisputed 
master of the situation ’’ is unconscious of the “ deep feeling of discontent and 
dissatisfaction ” he ts creating and it is hoped that the extensive powers he 


already enjoys may not be extended. The journal deplores the powers enjoyed 


by both the Trust and the Municipality in the matter of aligning roads 


regardless of the actual opening out of the same, thus “ impeding the growth 
of the town, -depreciating the value of landed property; and depriving: the 
owners or occupiers of lands and buildings of the power of building, rebuild- 
ing, adding to or altering any building over which the line of prospective road 
might pass,” and remarks that “ this is said to be the most innocuous and 
incontroversial legislation that Mr. Bompas has persuaded the Government 
to undertake!” ; s . 
133. Referring to a telegraphic summary of the report of an interesting 
Wis Arca kek and important prosecution under the Press Act in 
| 7 Bombay, the Amrita Bazar Patrika remarks that 
it only shows how that Act, as origmally spores. can be turned into @ 
most dangerous instrument in the hands of the executive. In fact no decision 
has brought out the latent terrible potentialities of that Act. more pointedly 
than this one. According to the judgment of Rao Bahadur Setalvad, the 
Magistrate who decided this case, says the paper, “ a press need’ net neces- 
sarily consist of.a printing machine ” and “ anything capable of turning oub 


printed matter is a press”; a man who is in possession of some printing 


materials minus the press nrust make a declaration all the same for keeping 
a printing press, else he is to-go to prison! In the present case, not only was 
the poor accused, -an ascetic, without a printing machine, but, admittedly there 
was. no proof that any matter was actually printed by means of the types 12 
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. The Indian public, remarks the Amrita Bazar Patrika, has been 4m BAZAR 

sc pepe sy much pian late over pti hig . eee: 

th Arjunlal, lal and there is very good reason for this. Hehas — 

es ___ been sentenced to confinement for five years by the - 
Durbar of Jaipur, but nobody knows for what offence he has been so- treated. 

in short, so far as the information at the disposal of re Me ke eee i 
he has been condemned-unheard and untried. His wife, Mt. Gulab Bai has ae ae 

sent a letter in Hindustani to the press, which has been addressed to the - |) 

Jain community. And what an extraordinary and pathetic story does it eH 

unfold! Even a,heart of stone cannot but be moved at the misfortune’ which has’ 

overtaken Seth Arjunjal and his devoted wife who apeiron starving, No 
one can object to Arjtin Lal’s being punished if he is found guilty’ after a 

regular trial. But itis not justice to imprison a man without even a semblance | 

of a trial! iis alias ba Soe ee | 


10:h Feb; 1926. 
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135. The Bengalee writes that the existence of anarchism in any count BENGALES, 
Anevebiina: , 18 one of the greatest misfortunes that can befall piiccocias 
it. Itis the most formidable obstacle to that 
steady and normal evolution, upon which the real and permanent progress of — 
all communities depends. Progress is a matter of evolution which violence 
can in no way help, but may seriously retard. Progress is due to deep-seated 
causes, working in the bosom of society which human efforts, in consonance 
with the line of normal and natural expansion may help to expedite, but 
which activities based upon violerice must interrupt. Evolution and not re- 
volution is the order of nature, the mandate-of Divine Providence, inscribed 
in characters of light in the burning pages of history. Where is the revolu- 
tion, which has been triumphant unless it has been a peaceful one? The French 
Revolution inaugurated amid blood and flames with the inspiration of righte- ti 
ousness behind it, plunged a great country and a still greater people into the ni 
throes of a prolonged agony, from which France can hardly be said to have | a 


lib] 


recovered even yet. Let none lay the flattering unction to his soul that he te 
will save his country or serve his God by acts of unrighteous violence. Righte- i? 
ousness exalteth nations. Righteousness alone can save communities. The is 
story of anarchism as an instrument of national salvation is the story of dismal Ul 
failure. It may cause trouble to the Government. It may even prove a Hae if 
source of embarrassment. But it has always set back the clock of progress, i: 
and is the supreme justification for reaction and repression. An emasculated mn 
Duma was the Tsar’s Hg 3 to Russian Nihilism; and it was followed by the f | 
wauguration of a reign of terror which choked the life out of young Russia. ‘a 
hat has happened in India, though undoubtedly on a much smaller. scale, mil 
because India is not Russia ? € suppression of the samitis, the law which i” 
has muzzled the Press, the system ionag sii 
the fruitful parent of evil in India as else- 
where ugh oi it 
will take = 
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7th Feb. 1915. 
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138. To-day, remarks oy se oe. i the sixth ve 
arial «= (“«wO, HU AAshutosn Hiswas, late Pub 
The Ashatosh Biewee Memorial. of the 24-Parganas. The paper, : 


‘ recall the memories of that sad event. The crime was conimitted in the heig! Ge ere 
me of the anarchist movement, and the victim Was a man universally loved and j= # # #+«|§ & 
: respected. Anarchism is not indeed dead in Bengal. It takes some time = = 8 §|.  , ff 
for malignant distemper to be eliminated; but it ison the wane, and 26 = # .& 

the a es hopes that in the best interests of the country it will soon die. a Se ae 

out. e tragic death of Babu Ashutosh Biswas awakened an outburst of oo j= °°. © 

public feeling at the time. A public meeting was held at the Town Halland __ os ae 

: a Committee was appointed to raise subscriptions fora memorial. Asumcf ; yee 
| about Rs. 2,000 was subscribed, out of which about Rs. 1,300 has been col-  —, si ts a 
- lected. It is ‘a great pity that nothing has yet been done to give effect'to the —_— | 
proposal for a memorial. So, remarks the journal, languish many of the pro. §8 #$§§ # 

posals for honouring the dead. The paper hopes steps will now be taken to ae eae eee By 

realise the subscriptions and to fulfil the public pledge. Indians have | 
i. scarcely any right to ask the Government to redeem their pledges when they 5 | 

s , do not fulfil their own. | ee ne coo a ea ee hy 
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The 13th February 1915, eee | oe ! | 
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